SECTION  XVII.
FUEL AND WATBB-POWER.

55.    Not many decades ago wood was almost
the only fuel used in the Punjab ; to-day the use
of wood is confined to the small industries, such
as brass utensils and glass bangle manufacture,
saltpetre refining, etc. Coal is almost universally
used in factories of any size, but the oil engine
is  acquiring  a steadily increasing popularity
throughout the province.

56.    Only a Forest Officer can speak with  Wood,
authority on the available supplies of cheap wood
fuel, but with the cultivated area extending, as   ,

is *he c^ge, it is exceedingly doubtful whether
industries in this province can hope for much in
the future from wood fuel.

57.    In 1912, the Dandot  coal mines were
sold by the North-Western Eailway to the two
firms of Thakar Das Eamji Das, and Ishar Das.
The bulk of the outturn of what was the Dandot
Colliery is mined by the first firm, and amounts
to some 23,000 to 25,000 tons per annum.   About
7,000 to 9,000 tons are produced by the Dandot
and Pidh mines in the possession of Ishar Das.
Dandot coal is very difficult to work ; the seams
are only 6 to 89 inches thick, and are mixed with
pyrites and other impurities.   The strata im-